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White, Theodore The Mountain Road 
Sloane. May 1958. 347p. $3.95. (I) 


(Book-of-the-Month 


What happens the mind and the heart, what hap- 
pens the depth one’s being, the whole human 
person, when circumstance forces man through the 
experience prolonged and suspended moment 
crises and Many novel has been successfully 
written the subject—The High and the Mighty 
comes mind—but none better than The Mountain 


Road. 


November 1944, the spine the Japanese Navy 
had been broken. While its few remaining forces were 
making their last convulsive efforts stay alive, Ameri- 
can submarines methodically sharked their deadly way 
closer and closer the land the Rising Sun. The 
Japanese dream and the sudden glory Empire were 
faded and gone. The life lines conquest had been 
cut. From the South China plagues bombers 
blocked out the sun and flared the Tokyo nights with 
jellied flames napalm. 


stop the planes, the Tokyo High Command decreed 
all-out attack the Chinese mainland. Split the 
Generalissimo’s forces, nullify the miracle the Burma 
air lift, then maybe the monster could have time 
lick its wounds and catch its breath. the time 
The Mountain Road, the Imperial armies had wiped 
out everything from Hankow the Yangtze Canton, 
and south Indo China. Moving west and slightly 
north, they gobbled the enormous base Liuchow. 
they could move 300 more miles Kweiyang, they 
would surely split the Burma supply Chungking. 
The Mountain Road tells the story American 
demolition team moving along those 300 miles, from 
the Kwangsi Province Kweichow. 


story dynamite and destruction, roads crawl- 
ing with refugees, story pain, cruelty and the in- 
credible callousness war. also the story 
depth human understanding and compassion, 
courage and 


Major Philip Baldwin had wanted this, his first com- 
mand. His desire had prompted him volunteer and 
now suddenly found himself the road with seven 
other Americans, the lovely widow Chinese gen- 
eral, and certain General Kwan who had come along 
help. Baldwin might have been Marquand proto- 
type, verging forty, business man not cut out for 
war. Now, because wanted achieve one small 
success, accomplish one efficient command, called 
upon make decisions uncertain times. his 
team, blows bridge, blows out the side hill 
and hears himself cursed the straggling ones left 
behind. sees his interpreter, Collins, killed 
ravening mob whom Collins, mistaken kindness, 
had tried bring food. blows the Tushan am- 
munition dumps, avenges the murder two his 
men and the theft truck and forced see inno- 
cent die insure his own safety and that 
his men. 


The writing superbly done. Author White has writ- 
ten three books, all which turned out both 
best sellers and Book-of-the-Month selections. The 
Mountain Road eminently deserves the honor. From 


this single story stretching out over the time-period 
week, there emerges sense man, the universal, 
moment truth that heartening and 
The Mountain Road may never make the ten grea 
books category but does what literature supposed 
do. contributes some lasting value, some 
human insight the reader’s vicarious experience. 


Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Moll, Elick Seidman and Son 
Putnam. May 26,1958. 288p. $3.95. (1) 
(Book-of-the-Month Club—June 


This offbeat, funny, warm book that pleasure 
read. Although the dustjacket terms novel, 
really extended monologue Morris Seidman about 
his wife Sophie, his son Harold, his daughter Jenny, 
and the assorted characters his New York 
manufacturing business. 


Buying dog for his son, learning about the meaning 
Christmas through the model Pat O’Donnel, trying 
understand his son Harold who returns home after 
the Korean War, getting mixed with his dress de. 
signer—all are episodes which Morris “flubs” his way 
through with tremendous heart and marvelous humor, 
The Jewish phraseology, the insights into human nature 
may remind one the Molly Berg type show, but 
there sentimentality and false sets 


Elick Moll has genuine talent creating characters 
who act like real people. too bad that stopped 
after 288 pages. could read 288 more. 


Arthur MacGillivray, 


Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts: 


McGraw, Eloise Jarvis Pharaoh 
Coward-McCann. May 16,1958. 509p. $4.95. 


Ancient Egypt, with its splendid ceremonies, its massive 
temples and statuary, its strange aura Oriental mys 
tery, and its impressive history which stretches far back 
into the historical past, has always been fertile source 
inspiration the writers the West—from Shakes 
peare Mika Waltari. Mrs. McGraw has done well 
indeed the tradition; what might have been “just 
another historical novel” emerges interesting, 
action-packed narrative, charged with suspense. One 
normally cringes the mere sight bulky volume 
more than 500 pages; but the prospective reader should 
not put off bulk length; for the reading 
Pharaoh will prove anything but ordeal, the well- 
paced plot moves irresistibly along. 


Primarily, Pharaoh the story that remarkable 
woman, Hatshepsut, wife the sensitive but ineffectual 
Thutmose II. Virtually ruler even during her 
lifetime, she becomes ruler name well fact after 
her husband’s death, successfully by-passing the 
claims the rightful successor, Thoth, her stepson, 
and having herself proclaimed Pharaoh, the first woman 
ever wear the double crown Upper and 
Egypt. For more than twenty years, aided and guided 
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her unscrupulous lover, Senmut, she car- 
ried the rule. 

Arrayed against her the novel Thoth, the rightful 
Pharaoh. Sent into captivity Babylon mere boy, 
brought back Egypt proclaimed successor; 
but daring coup engineered Hatshepsut 
mut sees the Queen seated the throne and Thoth 
relegated position almost complete obscurity. 
patient man, patient that willing wait twenty 
years for his time come, Thoth plans slowly and 
carefully for the day when can take over power 
the land. quietly draws body incorruptible 
friends his side, secretly drills and trains army 
the far South, and, above everything else, watches 
with satisfaction Hatshepsut’s growing megalomania. 
When the time ripe, action takes the place wait- 
the Queen’s right-hand men, including Senmut, 
are murdered; and, realizing the approach the in- 
evitable, she takes her own life. Thoth becomes Pharaoh 
Thutmose III, and, warrior king, goes ex- 
pand the boundaries the Egyptian empire until ex- 
tends from the Euphrates the sources the Nile. 


The historical events recounted Pharaoh take place 
during the years 1510-1456 B.C.; and the author shows 
unusual skill compressing, with careful use the 
principle selection, the history some fifty odd 
years within the covers single volume. noted 
above, the pace the novel never lags; there are 
dull moments; Mrs. McGraw makes her historical back- 
ground vital and meaningful; and, rarity this among 
contemporary historical novelists, she resists the tempta- 
tion make her work study the “Sex Life 
the Ancient Egyptians”; passion and lust are present 
are love and devotion; but the author enough 
artist understand basic principle: that suggestion 
frequently more satisfactory and far better taste 
than the wealth explicit detail matters sexual 
which led the critic Edmund Fuller note that some 
contemporary novels belong the “do yourself” 
shelf rather than among the works labelled “fiction.” 


There good reading here: return the older tradi- 
tion the historical novel which more than wel- 
come. Adult readers should enjoy Pharaoh which 
entertaining and engrossing any fiction its type 
which has appeared recent years. One gets the im- 
pression also that backed much reading and 
scholarship insure whatever accuracy may pos- 
sible dealing with period which admittedly dif- 
ficult, not impossible, document. 

Stephen Ryan, Ph.D., 

Loyola University, 

Chicago, 


Solinas, Franco Squarcio the Fisherman 
Dutton. May 14,1958. 122p. $2.75. (Ila) 

Franco Solinas represents the writing talent the 
maturing Italian younger generation. This little tale 
about fisherman playing the dangerous game dyna- 
mite fishing against the Coast Guard patrols has already 
een made into movie which should compete favor- 
ably with such scenarios “Bicycle Thief.” 


The story basically simple. Squarcio struggles hard 
for his family island where poverty the rule 


Solinas Lewis Laing 


rather than the exception. prospers for while, 
then gets caught trap his own making when 
dynamite accidentally shatters his legs. 


The value the tale lies its mood, its nuances 
feeling, the things does not talent 
its telling and the translation excellent. should 
read all who are interested the current Euro- 
pean trend writing. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D. 


Lewis, Ada Cook The Longest Night 
Rinehart. May 334p. $3.95. (IIb) 


France during the Summer 1572 events moved 
rapidly climax the Catholic Marguerite Valois 
was married Protestant Henri Navarre with Henri 
Guise disappointed the marriage since had 
hoped that Marguerite would lead him the throne 
but still pointing like bird dog every opportunity 
that might lead that goal. the licentiously sensu- 
ous French court Queen Mother Catherine Medici 
manipulated the strings balance-of-power policy 
that kept the incapable and debauched Charles 
the throne. Paris for the wedding were Charles, 
Vicomte St. Severe and his wife, Louise, together 
with the lovely young Thalia d’Aire and her hotheaded 
brother Laslow, all Protestants from 
turned from exile was the mysterious Gervase d’Este, 
who later turns out the natural son the late 
Francois Guise. sop the Catholics, chafing 
under the Protestant ascendancy the marriage, Cath- 
erine plans have Coligny assassinated. When Ger- 
vase refuses the commission, she offers the opportunity 
Henri Guise and organizes the famous bloodbath 
St. Bartholomew’s Eve. 


Gervase rescues the d’Aires and St. Severes and to- 
gether with Anne Lorraine, who love with 
Charles, they flee Paris planning make for safety 
Dauphine. Gervase love with Thalia but can 
come terms with her. Since the massacre has 
spread all directions, they change their plans and 
make for small castle Poitou. There, after with- 
standing siege outlaws during which Charles St. 
Severe almost dies, Gervase finally renounces his loyalty 
the Guises and composes his difference with 
Thalia. 

This tale intrigue and adventure laid against the 
background one the tawdrier eras French his- 
tory, era which gain greater understanding 
from the present telling. The historical background 
rather sketchy; the story itself thin; the sensuous 
nature the French court overemphasized; brief, 
the story suitable for adults but there seems little 
reason for any them read it. 

Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Laing, Alexander The Sea Witch 

Sloan Pearce. Apr. 21, 1958. 297p. $4.50. 
a 

the 19th Century American shipbuilding ingenuity 

evolved the clipper ship, the acme speed and maneu- 

verability sail, the last triumphant gesture the 
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Gregoire Hearne Rolo 


sailing ship before the inevitable triumph steam. 
the saga these ships, Mr. Laing has woven tale 
adventure which now reissued, the silver anni- 
versary its first publication, abridgement 
approximately half the original length. the 
heroine his story has taken the clipper ship Sea 
Witch built from advanced design for New York 
merchant the China trade and skippered throughout 
most her career Roger Murray, hard-bitten, effi- 
cient New York mariner. The Witch was ship that 
drew men her and repaid their affection superb 
performance but remained jealous mistress, requiring 
complete dedication the exclusion all other in- 
terests. course, she set records for the China run 
and the Frisco voyage too and even around the world 
but, when her skipper wished retire save his mar- 
riage with Mary Peyster, she reclaimed him and 
kept the marriage the verge disaster until Roger’s 
death. His brother Will also paid the penalty when 
was swept overboard off Cape Horn and the youngest 
brother Hugh, who had carved the Witch’s figurehead 
the likeness Mary whom had loved before 
Roger took her, sacrificed career art become the 
ship’s carpenter. The story woven about her various 
voyages and ends with Hugh leaving her just before she 
sinks fiery grave. 


Mr. Laing has written absorbing story clipper 
ships and adventure, novel period and manners 
which suffers but little even from the abridgement. 
bit unevenly paced times the author forced 
sacrifice descriptive background for the sake space, 
still efficiently composed and presents excellent 
picture those days. Some incidents make suitable 


for adult reading only. 
Leonard Wolf, PhD. 


Gregoire, Twenty-four Hours Mans 
Day. Apr. 24,1958. 221p. $3.50. 


Mans France. the place where 24-hour 
auto race held every year. The race international 
competition and attracts many 250, spec- 
tators. This novel written Frenchman who de- 
signed and built and drove his own car. Twice was 
the winner “in his own category.” 1952 invented 
the first French gas turbine racing car. How got 
the time write this novel not told; but only man 
his experience could it. 


The hero the story the racing car itself and 
does everything except have love affairs, which are 
taken over one the drivers, who love with 
the wife friend the “Patron.” 


The book full flashbacks, some them the 
most exciting parts the race; they have “braking” 
effect the swift flow the story. Also there are 
many racing and mechanical references, thrown 
for the professional racers who will read the 
ook. 

The value the book lies the atmosphere which 
conveys; you feel that you are really present the race. 
This seems the first book the author and 
promises well for any future books. 

James Ball, 

Buffalo, New York 


SELLERs 
Hearne, John The Eye the Storm 
Little, Brown. Apr. 24,1958. 328p. $4.00. (IV) 


John Hearne native Jamaica and has had two 
previous novels published England, Voices Under 
the Window and Stranger the Gate. one, 
uses the fictional West Indian island Cayuna 
local for tale passion and romance. Three 
acters are involved story which, spite the 
efforts Mr. Hearne, rarely rises above mediocrity and 
never succeeds being anything other than Carib 
bean variation hackneyed theme. 


Rachel Ascom, Negro-German extraction, the 
heroine this sultry and, times, sordid story. She 
the driving force behind the Island Newsletter and 
lives promiscuous splendor her island home. Com. 
plications occur when new editor arrives from 
land, Michael Lovelace, who promptly becomes 
ated with Rachel but learns, his final undoing, that 
she has another lover, Jojo Rygin, native construction 
expert who has just been released from jail. What 
the promotional writer calls power-sex 
situation” somehow lacks credibility, for all its 
tempts being realistic; and even the hurricane which 
comes howling climax failed impress me. The 
killing both Rachel and Lovelace accomplished 
Jojo without too much emotional strain the reader. 


There very little recommend this novel and the 
most that can said for that Mr. Hearne 
competent writer. But the ever-present emphasis 
sex coupled with much improper language renders the 
book generally unsuitable and quite questionable 


value. 
Edward Byrne, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Rolo, Charles (Editor) 
The World Evelyn Waugh 
Little, Brown. Apr. 10,1958. 411p. $6.00. (IIb) 


Charles Rolo has apt defense for editing this Waugh 
anthology. hopes, somewhat unfortunate 
figure, that “To those who not know the world 
Evelyn Waugh this anthology will serve 
troductory tour which will whet the appetite for fur 
ther And thinks that “Old Waugh 
hands should find the present collection short cut 
places well worth revisiting.” 


Mr. Rolo right recognizing that some defense for 
his anthology necessary. Waugh’s books are slender 
volumes and are usually accessible, some justification 
for anthology should advanced; and least one 
the editor’s points well taken. probable that 
those who know and like the great British satirist will 
find themselves, given the opportunity, reading 
tically every page this collection. People who might 
for years without rereading Waugh novel could 
very easily find themselves relishing with new recogni- 
tion half-forgotten passage. That the anthology will 
serve introduction Waugh may open 
some dispute, but least tenable position. 
the books themselves are available, still, the older ones 
upon which many taste for Waugh was originally 
founded, are apt overlooked and this anthology 
will call them mind. 
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Mr. Rolo acknowledges that selection will please 
everybody; his good one, but, naturally, open 
some criticism. has chosen representative part 
Decline and Fall, and enough Black Mischief 
show perfect amorality work. Actually these two 
passages are the ones that best illustrate the world 
the young Evelyn Waugh; under his title, Mr. Rolo 
might well have included more the same sort 
thing. suspect that the passage Put Out More 
Flags little too allusive value anyone 
who does not know the book. The Loved One may 
seem, because its brevity, natural choice for inclu- 
sion toto, but Mr. Waugh’s satire, frequently broad, 
reaches unfortunate extreme this work. Taken 
out context, the terrifying final part Handful 
Dust may lose most its points—the introduction 
the grim situation needs Waugh’s deliberately con- 
trived background vacuity. the later Waugh, 
there much Brideshead Revisited that seems 
rather pity not have included the whole thing. 
much The Loved One might aptly have been 
sacrificed good cause. 


All those who like Waugh and have not collected his 
works, and those who wonder what Waugh admirers 
are raving about would well look into this volume. 


William Bill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Fadiman, Edwin, Jr. The 21” Screen 
Doubleday. May 313p. $3.95. (IV) 

The story Rex Lundy (changed from Lundt for pub- 
certainly not new unknown; and equally 
certainly, although prosy and lengthy, has plot. 
the characters profess represent real life, then once 
again have notice thrown our faces that our 
amusement industry needs clean house. However, 
the author, the publisher, tells the fly leaf 
the book that “This not realistic novel business. 
This the story man and woman”—so again 
nothing new. 


would-be writer, sent through college the sacrifices 
his German father, who not appreciated Rex 
until too late; and Cecilia Rollins, classmate, whom 
Rex dates, (because she saw him cheating exam), 
kisses and has intercourse with and, after lapse 
time, bringing tragedy both, marries. 


Rex doesn’t want children, Cecy does, and conceives, 
brutally frank description it, when Rex drunk. 
becomes announcer accidentally and due his 
informal pleasing manner hit and reaches the top. 
course, sleeps with Karen, one the assistants 
his program, but eventually tires her and returns 
Cecy, his wife, for solace, comfort and understanding. 


The story not well written—a series throw backs 
from the opening front the cameras—and the 
choice language leaves burning desire continue. 
series misjoined events, poorly connected 
attempt please the palates those desiring 
scandal. 


the title suggests, the actions the “characters,” 
(the author certainly does not make them into living 


Fadiman Gardner Mantley 


people) takes place the present. The book re- 
deemed from complete loss excellent portrait 
Papa Lundt and his life and neighbors. This con- 
coction cannot recommended any class reader. 
John Cullen, A.B., LL.B., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Gardner, Mona Hong Kong 
Doubleday. May 1,1958. 406p. $4.50. (Ila) 

Hong Kong was fashioned Mona Gardner story 
young American fortune-seeker entering the oppor- 
tunistic trading field the Orient about the time 
the Opium War between China and England. 
though the American the key figure, the Chinese 
who run away with this splendid novel. And that 
should be, for the Chinese remained largely imper- 
vious Western technology for almost another century. 
Gil Bennett the American who sails Macao, then 
tiny Portuguese colony the late de- 
spised the prosaic trade tea and desires the risks 
trade opium which forbidden the opulent but 
ineffectual Manchu Peking. into this con- 
troversy are the stories intrigue and hate between 
rival wives and eunuchs the Emperor’s court and 
conciliation with the despised “foreign devils” the 
part the wealthy tea merchants Canton. The in- 
transigeance the British and the age-old obstinacy 
the Chinese bring the inevitable war between western 
military force and ancient oriental 
tably, Gil attracted three women—a Portuguese, 
American, and Chinese. decides the 
American girl and, before the story ends, back 
the tea-trading business. this time, Hong Kong 
established right where Gil knew all along that city 
was needed for the growing western trade. 


The novel tells absorbing tale far the Chinese 
are concerned; but much less convincing with the 
occidentals, especially with Gil Bennett. Miss Gard- 
ner’s story apparently well-authenticated for his- 
torical novel; however, the only actual battle the 
Opium War that gets described farcical encounter 
between two efficient English frigates and twenty-nine 
war junks and fireboats the Chinese empire’s “navy.” 
This lone description leaves the reader with picture 
the ancient oriental ways what has, perhaps, their 
most inept moment. 

One other incident the story inexplicable: Why 
should the reigning concubine the emperor sneak 
out Peking the moment her greatest glory 
Was this great coup 
attributable the early Christian so, 
the connection with Gil Bennett never made clear. 
Nevertheless, this novel more than satisfactory 
comparing decadent imperial China with hustling west- 


ern tradesmen. 
Hilda Meyer, 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Mantley, John The Snow Birch 
Dutton. Apr. 316p. $3.95. 


This not just another novel. story with mov- 
ing background—realistic characters, who have human 
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faults—not characters you meet every day, but char- 
acters you feel could easily exist—characters with 
challenge, characters inconsistent and unreason- 
able human beings, characters you’ll not easily forget. 


The book paints picture life Northern Canada, 
where the conveniences modern civilization touch 
lightly, where battery radios and spring phonographs 
are still luxury. all important element the 
book Nature, Nature which almost human— 
benevolent, blind, nourishing, destroying, healing, all 
embracing—but strangely and subtly divorced from the 
source Nature, God. really surprising book 
which deals with fundamental values much, that 
God completely ignored. 


Into this abode primitive Nature man brings his 
new bride. Their only child, boy, grows with the 
wild animals for playmates, detailed and fascinating 
picture. major catastrophe comes when the boy’s 
father shoots deer. 


The father killed forest fire and Fred, giant 
man, rough, silent, soured, comes act “hired 
man.” Convention forces marriage between him and 
the young cultured widow. The story engrossing 
tells these three different personalities striving for 
unity which they only dimly want. 


The author was born Canada and now Ameri- 
can citizen. has had experience the theatre and 
which accounts least part for the fine writing 
the book. has written another book 27th Day 
and, incidentally, the first cousin Mary Pickford. 


James Ball, S.J. 
Ruhen, Olaf Naked Under Capricorn 
Lippincott. May 14,1958. 217p. $3.75. (IIb) 


“His decisions had been made for him; had 
uncanny conviction that was spectator his own 
development.” That, substance, Dave Marriner, 
the hero Olaf Ruhen’s Naked Under Capricorn. 
Marriner man whom things happen: when 
found Jeff Edrington the Australian desert, hav- 
ing been robbed and stripped and abandoned; when 
Edrington meets with fatal accident and Marriner 
inherits his rescuer’s horses and cattle; when Marriner, 
unable cope with the desert his own, comes 
the point death but rescued band natives; 
when his material fortunes mount Bloodwood Plains 
until one the wealthiest men the territory— 
entirely the victim the beneficiary the people 
and events around him. with few major per- 
sonal decisions his credit, Dave Marriner also 
man without purpose life and—most importantly— 
without sense moral responsibility. 


true that Marriner’s righteous indignation aroused 
several murders; and true that Marriner feels 
sense guilt for having taken the naked natives out 
their natural primitive existence and for having sur- 
rounded them with inadequate civilization. But 
civilization the culprit, represented most 
the white people who come into his life, including the 
misunderstanding Monica, his wife, who cannot appre- 
ciate Dave’s native mistress and the half-breed children 
she bore him. Dave Marriner finally has his fill 


Best 


civilization and penitent spirit leaves 
behind—including his legitimate family and his entire 
business—and sets out once more find the simple 
native life, which determined—he finally makes 
decision—not spoil with white man’s kind 


The literary quality Naked Under Capricorn up. 
even. Transitions times are blunt and 
tive “Start with yourself. Where did you come 
from?” While there are occasions when the story slows 
down with too much attention the details cattle 
movements, the narrative line well maintained, and 
Ruhen has way placing his climaxes into the story 
with sharp impact: “In the morning, when Marriner 
woke, Edrington was dead,” and “Before left again 
for the North, and Monica were married.” 
vivid descriptions the burning desert are particularly 
moving. 


Naked Under Capricorn cannot labelled 
istic novel, since Dave Marriner finally leaves all his 
wealth behind; but since Marriner lacks the moral fibre 
face his problems and improve the lot those for 
whom has responsibility, the book certainly 
ficient its measure spiritual integrity. 


George Perry, Chairman, 
Department Speech and Drama, 
Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Roth, Arthur Terrible Beauty 
Straus Cudahy. May 14, 1958. 344p. $3.95. 


Even view the fact that advertisements for books 
are notoriously selective quoting critical comment, 
still difficult explain the lavish praise for 
Terrible Beauty cited its dust cover. People whose 
opinions must reckoned with see great deal this 
first novel Arthur Roth. may that their 


favorable opinion the story subconsciously 


enced fundamental agreement with Mr. Roth’s 
idea about Irish politics. the same token, however, 
must prove true that people who disagree with the 
author will develop violent dislike for his work. 


dialectics novel. Mr. Roth dislikes the work 
the Irish Republican Army and thinks that its 
whole method wrongheaded; his novel concretiza- 
tion this thesis, fact, sometimes less than 
concretization, and political theory walks boldly around 
the abstract. 


Dermot O’Neil the central character the story. 
has been imbued from childhood with hatred 
English rule his native northern Ireland and 
easily led into the when company formed 
the village Duncrana. strong and brave lad 
and selected for participation two raids organized 
the army’s brigade headquarters. Though not 
tremely pious, Dermot has sense the the 
sacraments his life and afraid being shut 
from them after the bishops anathematize the 
Planning raid which will endanger the lives 
policeman’s wife and daughter offer Dermot 
opportunity leaving the army, but 
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causes the death his sister; she shot man who 
had gone out execute Dermot for informing. 


The presentation very one-sided; the leader the 
Duncrana company psychopath and all the others 
unbalanced, except Dermot who quits and does 
bit informing, and Sean, who gets ten years jail 


for leisurely repentance. The treatment smacks over- 


simplification, despite the rather detailed analysis 
plight given character named Hennafin 
who seems mouthpiece for the author the 
book. 

One discussion between Dermot and Hennafin comes 
close epitomizing the whole novel; the conversation 
contrived, weighed, tries cover the matter; 
interesting, like the book, and, like the whole book, 


William Hill, S.J., 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Derleth, August The House the Mound 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. 355p. $4.50. 


This historical novel the opening Wisconsin and 
the upper reaches the Mississippi 1848 artisti- 
cally and skillfully written. The author writes with 
eye for detail and color and panoramic vistas. Per- 
fectly pictured are the raw, sprawling towns first used 
fur-trading posts the John Jacob Astor Company. 
The characters and plot suffer mite they shoulder 
themselves through the novel alongside the cineramic 
landscape scenes. 

The story opens with Hercules Dousman Prairie 
Chien building his empire furs, trade, railroads and 
Mississippi steamers. married Jane, who the 
widow his partner “King” Joe Rolette. Both have 
children their former marriage partners now dead. 
However, they occupy very minor part the plot. 
Hercules’ albatross-around-the-neck his illegitimate 
son, George, Cecile Gardepi; the boy the very 
image his father. Julia Brunet refuses give the 
boy. Hercules determined especially since thinks 
his son, Dede, Jane, spoiled and soft while George 
the husky, masculine type. Hercules Dousman, 
meantime, keeps peace with the Indians, and discovers 
plot Mr. Ferrier the Astor fur company who 
has set spy his office, Jonas Stark, who later turns 
out real friend. Hercules only half successful 
since George runs away. valiant man, Hercules’ 
empire ends with his heart attacks mound 
took unto itself, and the house 
mound epic story all will like America 


before the Civil War. 
Brother Gerald Edward, 
Keith Academy, 
Lowell, Massachusetts 


Downes, Anne Miller Kate Cavanaugh 
Lippincott. May 14,1958. 279p. $3.95. 

Kate Cavanaugh good story for just passing the 
time. The message seems that woman can 
anything she puts her mind to. 

Mrs. Downes’ novel begins when Kate left 
blanket farmer’s doorstep. was lucky farmer 


Derleth Downes Frede Walz 


for Kate turns out lovely girl and great help 
the farm. But, within few chapters, death claims 
the farmer’s beloved son, the farmer and his wife and 
poor Kate left without penny show for all her 
virtue. Happily there nephew who has come from 
abroad help run the farm and although inherits 
everything loves Kate they work things out to- 
gether. always her protector but she marries the 
ne’er well, charming son the town minister. She 
very successful business, has fine son and daugh- 
ter and wonderful colored maid, (the kind only found 
novels); but, Mr. Cavanaugh isn’t all ought 
and soon even the children become bit churlish. 
Kate not one accept this deplorable situation 
she decides build her dream house and, chance, 
falls love with the architect. 


Adele Nash, 
Buffalo, New York 


Frede, Richard 


Random House. 


Entry 
May 13,1958. 247p. $3.50. (IIb) 


Bogard, student university New England, 
supposed typical member what Time maga- 
zine has called “the silent generation.” prefers con- 
formity, security, and non-involvement with people and 
their problems. Princeton football weekend, 
number girls come the college town, and many 
them are entertained the dormitories the boarders. 
One the girls, Williams, visits Entry 
and joins group boys drinking bout. The boys 
decide that they will rape her when she thoroughly 
intoxicated. Bogard, who has the room across the hall, 
knows what the boys intend do; but because his 
non-involvement policy, makes only feeble effort 
prevent the communal fornication. After the attack 
completed, Bogard decides that his brother’s 
keeper, and manages sober Diana-Sue and put 
her the New York train. All the participants are 
expelled from the college, although Bogard allowed 
resign. Bogard, however, has found himself; has 
become participator the problems and welfare 
others. 


This reviewer believes that Entry immature, sopho- 
moric, and trivial. much too lengthy. had 
been cut about 200 pages, might have been fair 
short story; but this novel, stands, does not deserve 
serious consideration. The moral the story 
obvious, and for one, unconvinced that this present 
generation silent. think Mr. Frede takes himself 
and Time too seriously. any case, this the type 
book are expect from “the silent generation,” 
let diligently hope that this generation may remain 


“silent.” 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Walz, Jay and Audrey The Undiscovered Country 


Duell, Sloan Pearce. Apr. 24, 1958. 390p. $4.95. 
The title this book can misleading. you seek 


adventurous reading disgusted the movie- 


Barnard Warner 


goer who sits through hour-long thriller with twenty- 
five minutes devoted love scenes. 


The adventure comes with the search one Arctic 
explorer, Elisha Kane, for another, John Franklin, lost 
the frozen wastes the polar North, the undis- 
covered country. But this story doesn’t begin until 
you’ve read third the book. The first 112 pages 
relate the efforts Kane free his young love from 
her shabby surroundings make her wife socially 
acceptable his cultured family upon his return from 
the quest for Franklin. The beloved was Maggie Fox, 
one the famed sisters who the middle the last 
century amazed (or was hoodwinked?) the country 
with their spiritualist seances. 


After reaching the Arctic, Kane camped Greenland 
during two winters. band Eskimos, returning 
from walrus hunt, made friends with Kane’s crew and 
then absconded with their supplies. Eventually the 
natives redeem themselves supplying fresh meat 
the starving men. And when, the end the second 
winter, Kane abandons ship and heads down the coast 
Greenland with his expedition, the Eskimos help 
relief party find Kane and his men. Franklin, how- 
ever, was not found. 


Kane returned the girl left behind him New 
York. His family still objected their proposed mar- 
riage. common law marriage followec clandestine 
sexual relations. Solitary trips England and Cuba 
fill out the time from his marriage till his premature 
death Havana the age thirty-seven. Within 
year after her “wedding” Maggie became the secret 
widow man whose heroics end where morality 
begins. 

Sulfurous dialogue and suggestive passages are not 
wanting. you never read this book your education 
will not have been neglected and have saved 


lot valuable time. 
Dean Corcoran, O.F.M. Cap., 


St. Lawrence Seminary, 
Mt. Calvary, Wisconsin 


Barnard, Harry Independent Man 
Scribner’s. May 358p. index. $5.98. 

This fascinating book. The subject Senator James 
Couzens, Canadian born financier the Ford dynasty 
who went Washington without single obligation 
those who elected him except serve their repre- 
sentative. biography its best sense since the 
author, Harry Barnard has documented all his sources 
aboundingly rich bibliography and built index 
essential references well proper names. Much 
light shed Couzens relationship with Henry Ford 
—in fact, the entire story the founding the Ford 
business and the Ford fortune told from the stand- 
point personality conflicts and their resolutions. 
Henry Ford does not come out unscathed entirely 
and the break with Couzens, who just had enough 
obstinate qualities battle Henry’s obstinacy, should 
certainly have come before 1915, the year the famous 
Peace Ship, had they not both recognized that they 
were essential one another. The moment they both 
had enough success alone, they did and that 
who makes the story interesting. 


SELLERs 


pendent man, apostle the New Deal, which 
became thoroughly committed that, his 
ing, Franklin Roosevelt could say him, “The death 
Senator Couzens great loss. But, more than that, 
needs and problems were always the forefront his 
thought and action.” 


The book opens with dramatic prologue 
“Couzens leaves Ford,” telling the story headlines 
the break with Henry. Shakespeare would have titled 
the prologue probably “Millionaire becomes poor man’s 
friend” and would have dwelt his services man- 
kind. typical the age which live make 
the headline cover episode the life inani- 
mate corporation. 


any rate, Couzens was one the greatest and most 
powerful men ever sit the Senate the United 
States. His record shows and the story that record, 
which carries his death, the story his 
was gruff man who could show tenderness 
his wife and children far beyond outward appearances, 
was good man meeting either the criteria the 
Greeks that St. Augustine. was impatient 
man, who fought injustice was man’s greatest 
sin. knew the weaknesses human nature but 
never compromised with them. 


Many such men are found the Congress the 
United States today. The story that Barnard tells could 
repeated over and over, with different details, 
they would applied different men. There 
warm sense satisfaction given the reader this 
book. renews his faith man and thereby strengthens 
his faith the goodness and mercy Almighty God. 


Every schoolboy should read it. 


Franklin Dunham, Litt.D., 
Washington, 


Warner, Oliver Victory: The Life Lord Nelson 
Little, Brown. 1958. 393p. $6.50. 


The author this biography fully aware the 
difficulties his subject and states them his opening 
pages. First and foremost the fact that much has 
already been written about Lord Nelson that any new 
biography liable get bogged down trivialities try- 
ing for new approach. Even this hazard avoided, 
there further difficulty maintaining sense 
proportion, Nicholas Monsarrat points out 
excellent introduction: 
“The subject matter Nelson’s life falls into three categories: 
Nelson the master-tactician; Nelson the great 
galvanizing his ‘band brothers’; and Nelson, the romantic 
figure, centerpiece new decade scandal.” 
Those interested the first two categories are naturally 
impatient when author dwells the liaison with 
Lady Hamilton; while others would prefer more details 
this romance, which Nelson himself made elaborate 
plans conceal, lest prove scandal common folk. 
The author Victory acquits himself rather well 
maintaining the proper balance, presenting the full 
picture the man, warts and all; and his style, 
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typically English its understatement, particularly 
suited for revealing the facts Nelson’s infatuation 
without dwelling unduly the same. But this style 
not quite happy for telling the story Nelson’s 
battles St. Vincent, the Nile, Copen- 
hagen, and Trafalgar. All the facts are there, in- 
many interesting sidelights; but for the ordinary 
American reader—since Nelson not one our heroes, 
whose monuments might seen anywhere—something 
more might have been done show that this was the 
man, more than any other, who thwarted the plans 
Napoleon had for world conquest. However, for the 
student history, concerned with the import- 
ance naval warfare, and for the professionals, sailors 
soldiers, who prefer make their own judgments 
the evidence, this biography Nelson will make very 
satisfactory reading. for such readers and for 
libraries that would recommend Victory, since the 
ordinary facts Nelson’s life may found the 
British Encyclopedia and this biography expensive. 


The book well-documented, ten pages being given 
over account the sources, which are detailed 
for each chapter. There index proper names. 
Maps are provided the battle the Nile, Copen- 
hagen and Trafalgar, showing the individual disposi- 
tion each ship both sides. There are, besides, 
many samples Nelson’s letters and his handwriting, 
both right- and left-handed; and, course, handsome 
reproductions the portraits Nelson and his 
friends. page 173, there typographical error 
which makes Pope Pius driven out Rome the 
French 1798; should Pius VI. 


William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, D.C. 


Cunliffe, Marcus 
George Washington: Man and Monument 
Little, Brown. Apr. 24,1958. 234p. $4.00. (IIa) 


George Washington has been the subject hundreds 
biographies. Aspects his life, such his racial 
origin, his part Freemasonry, where slept 
given night, etc., have all been given meticulous his- 
torical dissection. Scholars have spent their lives try- 
ing unravel the riddle the Virginia aristocrat. 
has been depicted genius, military incompetent, 
climber, political martyr. But regardless 
historians’ opinions him, his historical position 
solidly established. Like Bismarck, Nelson, Napoleon, 
assured niche among the great. 


Marcus Cunliffe adds nothing new the life Wash- 
ington but seems primarily concerned with conducting 
literary debate whether not Washington de- 
serves the place granted him American historians. 
quotes John Adams and Ezra Stiles having dia- 
metrically opposed viewpoints Washington’s value 
generation. The author’s opinion Washington 
soldier puts him the same category with some- 
one like Dan Sickles. Washington retreated 
from many battlefield, who was there have done 
etter with the resources The ultimate test 
any officers’ ability not victory—even Grant lost 
occasional battle; the test use your resources 


Cunliffe Nutting 


the utmost and weaken the enemy prolonged har- 
rassment. 


When Washington took the oath office President, 
was visibly nervous. The author makes much 
this and feels that seems indicate lack stability 
for the job ahead. His source for this Senator Mackey 
Pennsylvania who was notorious for taking verbal 
pot-shots the high and mighty. Sufficient Wash- 
ington’s record President, which speaks for itself. 
His leadership was calm, sensible, decent. picked 
men ability for cabinet posts and recognized the 
opinions men noted for their personal hostility 
him. That America had him its early history one 
the blessings bestowed our republic. 

The reading public will profit from this book, however. 
Mr. Cunliffe’s vocabulary excellent; his analysis 
Washington President weak but his book makes 
one think. While many his arguments stir this re- 
viewer’s ire, recognition great literary talent must 
acknowledged. 

Frank Brown, M.A., 


University Scranton 


Nutting, Anthony Saw for Myself 
Doubleday. 103p. $3.00. 

This book like many another the field politics, 
especially international politics, diplomat’s appraisal 
what wrong and what should done—after 
out office. 


Anthony Nutting has had long experience the Eng- 
lish Government. resigned his position Minister 
State for Foreign Affairs November, 1956, 
result and immediately after the Suez crisis. 


After disassociating himself from the British Govern- 
ment, Mr. Nutting took old suggestion Win- 
ston Churchill “visit these parts and see these 
people.” traveled extensively the Middle East, 
visited some eighteen Middle Eastern countries, and 
talked with anyone from kings peasants. His im- 
pressions, observations, and studied reflections and sug- 
gestions are then put down here Saw for Myself. 


Things have happened the Middle East since Mr. 
Nutting’s visits but those who wish full picture 
contemporary diplomacy that troubled area, this 
short book will help. 


began his tour late 1956, after the Suez crisis, 
fearing the worst, but ended his visits convinced that 
the friends the West are growing stronger and their 
enemies weaker. His big hope that the Western 
diplomats not let their opportunities slip away. 
found that (and Nasser) had gone downhill 
fast” and that “he will due course meet conspira- 
tor’s fate.” 


Mr. Nutting’s observations about Arab unity, Com- 
munist influence, the Arab-Israel impasse, the mistakes 
British policy, the apparently frank expression 
opinion and attitude those visited—are all most 
interesting. You can observe trained diplomat thinking. 


One item which will linger long the mind the 
reader the role teacher and his vital importance 
present and for the future Cyprus, Tunisia, 
Egypt, Israel Iraq. 
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Moraes Noyes 


Ignorance, mis-information and untruths are the cause 
much trouble everywhere. Mr. Nutting’s aim 
writing this book help disperse some such mis- 
understanding the English speaking world. 
ians: this book would add your holdings con- 
temporary Middle Eastern diplomacy. The adult in- 
terested world affairs could read with profit. 


Peter Damian Holzer, O.F.M., Ph.D., 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Moraes, Frank Yonder One World 
Macmillan. Apr. 209p. $3.75. 


editor Bombay’s Times India Frank Moraes 
established his reputation one India’s more per- 
ceptive students world politics. Furthermore, 
showed that lacked the blind anti-Americanism and 
softness toward communism which characterize many 
Indian politicians and publicists. His two previous 
books, Report Mao’s China and Jawaharlal Nehru, 
were excellent and the former created quite sensation 
India virtue its realistic appraisal Commu- 
nist China. However, this latest volume fails meet 
the high standards one expects its author. lacks 
continuity and gives the impression being collection 
newspaper articles artificially brought to- 
gether. 


Yonder One World attempts compare certain Asian 
nations with the United States, Britain and West Ger- 
many terms their national policies and interna- 
tional politics. Some Moraes observations are trivial 
but some are important. Their importance, however, 
lies mostly their expression influential Indian. 
For instance, although Moraes’ approach the Kash- 
mir problem basically that the Indian government, 
does view Pakistan itself without rancor and can 
assert that 
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“it India’s interests that Pakistan should stay viable 
strong State, politically stable and economically 
weak backward neighbor liability much the 
national sphere the social life community.” 
One rarely encounters such remarks the Indian 
Nor Mohammed Ali Jinnah ever accorded much 
admiration and recognition his sincerity 
generally Moraes. Similarly, his appraisal the 
United States sympathetic and American foreign 
policy uniquely realistic. The common Indian cop. 
trasts between American materialism and 
far any theme underlies Moraes’ analysis world 
affairs that Asia and the West have different eco 
nomic and technological problems—particularly with 
regard manpower utilization: the West must save 
labor, Asia absorb it. This important point which 
underlies all economic development efforts, but 
tunately Moraes does not explore systematically. 


Furthermore, Yonder One World marked 
ness and imprecision its appeals for American 
standing Asian problems. For instance, explain. 
ing Indian socialism Moraes mentions that 1956 
India’s public sector the economy “accounted for 
less than percent the total national investment, 
while the corresponding figure for the United States 
was percent.” Such comparison, based presumably 
upon percentages gross national product consumed 
the respective governments, arbitrarily shifts 
concept socialism from production consumption. 
The proper comparison would between the 
tions national product produced the respective 
public sectors; that would show India least four times 
more than the United States. This 
technical point mentioned passing, but, along with 
others, causes one doubt the author’s 
ness. Similarly vague are Moraes’ conclusions regard- 
ing the future democracy Asia. con 
cerned with emphasizing Asia’s necessity for 
ing its own political forms expressions democracy 
Asian context, that one never really sure what 
meaning the term democracy holds for him. His asper- 
sions upon the adequacy the constitutional forms 
Western democracy are cavalier that one wonders 
whether Moraes has considered the relationship 
these forms the meaning democracy both 
concept and its existence historical fact. 


Edward O’Connor, 
Washington, D.C. 


Noyes, Pierrepont, Goodly Heritage 
Rinehart. May 275p. $4.00. 


Goodly Heritage partly description the 
ciples and operation the Oneida Community and 
partly the autobiography one the outstanding busi- 
ness men the past half century. the Oneida Com- 
munity, group men and women lived together 
under the tenets “Perfectionism” believing neither 
worldly success, the ownership property nor 
the “ownership” woman marriage. 


Pierrepont Noyes was one the “stirpicultural” 
children born under that system. the age only 
twenty-four was made superintendent three 
the departments the company that had superseded 
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viable, the old “Community.” went establish 
record accomplishment, made even more 
measured today’s standards—by the 

conflict between the ideals the Community which 
maintain and the very realistic requirements 


much success business. 


the The book more recital his accomplishments than 
autobiography his life, doing little answer the 
question “what manner man this?” and telling 
indeed his private life during his 


William Moses, Capt. USN (Ret.) 


with Scranton, Pennsylvania 

vhich 

Zsolt Pius XI, The Pope and the Man 
Hanover House. Mar. 20, 1958. 262p. $4.50. 

Pius died the very eve the second World War. 

His early biographers wrote before his death, while 

ones were forced the war wait some ten 


years before having access the documents his 
for that time Pius has fallen under the shadow 
his successor presently reigning from the Chair 


Peter 


nably Aradi’s purpose seems show that there 
imed has been oversimplification depicting the life 
the Achille Ratti that quiet librarian, well his 
suddenly become active diplomat, Nuncio, 
Archbishop, Cardinal and then Pope. His thesis 
his education, his study men and events, and 
times his contacts with men all walks life prepared and 
molded him for the exalted positions was fill. 
Achille Ratti was notably scholar and librarian, 
which capacity moved from the Ambrosiana Library 
Milan the headship the Vatican Library 
Rome. Not well known his career Vatican 
cracy Apostolic Visitor Poland, Lithuania, 
what Latvia, Estonia, Finland, and Russia. This was his field 
labor the trying days just before World War 
and outcast the Polish people, they laid their 
political fortunes his feet during the time 


The account the conclave 1922 which Achille 
Ratti was elected Pope provides most interesting por- 

tion this book. account given the actual 

balloting that occurred during the scrutinies neces- 
sary elect the Pope. the fifth ballot Cardinal 
has risen from 24, while Cardinal Ratti 

had fallen from the eleventh balloting Car- 
and Cardinal Ratti had gone from 24. required 
busi- more ballots elect him the throne St. 
eter. 


The author’s interest has led him develop particular 
aspects the life Pius which have not before 
been reported. doing so, however, has wan- 
dered afield, that the end not have per- 
ural” portrait, but more survey the political and 
only problems with which the Pope had deal. This 
biography will contribute interesting background 
eded complete picture this pontiff, particularly for 


Aradi Cross Burton 


those already familiar with previously published books 


Pius XI. 
Brother John, F.S.C., Ph.D., 
Dean, LaSalle College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Cross, Frank Moore, Jr. 
Ancient Library Qumran and Modern 
Biblical Studies 

Doubleday. Apr. 196p. $4.50. 


pleasure read and review book the Dead 
Sea Scrolls written scholar Professor Cross’ 
competence. the welter confused inaccurate, and 
misleading popular articles the contents and rele- 
vancy the Scrolls, this book comes breath 
fresh air miasma. 


Prof. Cross’ book substance the “Haskell Lectures” 
for 1956-1957, delivered the Graduate School 
Theology Oberlin College. The lectures have been 
augmented explanatory and fully documented foot- 
notes. 


Although the lectures were primarily intended for grad- 
uate students, the book will interest both the 
serious scholar and the interested layman. five 
chapters Pro. Cross covers all the pertinent points rela- 
tive the Scrolls: their discovery; the people 
the Scrolls, the Essenes; Essene origins and the 
Righteous Teacher; the Scrolls and the Old Testa- 
ment; the Essenes and the Primitive Church. His 
material drawn not only from his own extensive re- 
search and study the Scrolls, but also from both pub- 
lished and yet unpublished studies into the meaning 
and understanding the sectarian literature. 


There are statements the book which one might 
take exception, such the one 166: “One sus- 
pects conscious attempt the early Church adjust 
its Christology the Messianic expectations the 
Essenes, rather see its single Messianic figure 
the fulfillment all the Messianic longings the past.” 
His characterization the early Church “apoca- 
lyptic” and “eschatological” must accepted with re- 
servation. 


Despite these minor strictures, would recommend this 
book all who are interested the Scrolls and their 
importance. The brevity the review does not indi- 
cate the importance the book. One cannot devote 
two pages superlatives. 


Geron Fournelle, 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Burton, Katherine (Kurz) 
Witness the Light; The Life Pope Pius XII 
Longmans, Green. Apr. 16,1958. 248p. $4.50. 


Eleven other biographies the holy Father are listed 
the bibliography this one the tireless Katherine 
Burton. The first question one tempted ask is— 
“Why another?” complete answer would require 
comparison with each the other works. may 
enough say that books this well-known biographer 
may bring their light where others fail reach, simply 


because there are readers and librarians who trust her 
competence enough “get anything Katherine 
Burton.” 


The day far off when can expect definitive life 
Pope Pius XII. present there immense 
difficulty selection. Any short treatment except for 
thesis fine point his life works, bound 
fragmentary. The difficulty not completely over- 
come here, even though the author has selected one 
facet, his work for peace. Mrs. Burton, through narra- 
tion dramatic crises and vivid anecdotes 
ceeded making least one reader more proudly 
aware what great vicar Christ and lovable 


Father have. 


Heroism may the most lasting impression are left 
with, since the theme “witness the light” illus- 
trated mainly from the Pope’s courageous and agonizing 
struggle for peace. But the author makes equally clear 
the striking providential guidance this man’s life 
which set him prominent actor the main phases 
the modern Church’s experience: his intimate ex- 
perience war, Germany before and under Nazism, 
his facing and outfacing Communist guns and knives, 
his early involvement the reform canon law, his 
personal contact with the American church. The tre- 
mendous achievement the holy Father enriching 
the inner life the Church through doctrinal, liturgi- 
cal and moral teaching could have been more ade- 
quately treated. 


This book good first choice for general library 
wanting biography Pius XII. would also 
good further choice for any library where more scientific 
ponderous “lives” gather dust. 


Theodore Cunnion, 
Moyne College, 
Syracuse, New York 


Packe, Michael St. John 

Orsini, The Story Conspirator 
Little, Brown. Apr. 23,1958. 313p. $5.00. 
Felice Orsini rates merely passing reference history 
books for his attempt assassinate Napoleon III. But 
this sufficient awaken healthy bit curiosity 
the student history. The Story Conspirator does 
yeoman service quieting that curiosity. 


Orsini’s politics were both innate and cultivated. His 
father agitated for political union divided Italy 
seething with nationalism and overrun foreign 
powers. conservative uncle irritated Felice that 
unwittingly fostered the nascent liberal spirit the 
youth. Religion and serious study were foreign Felice 
and shed them join other Italian youths under the 
tutelage the liberal, Mazzini. Orsini’s political activi- 
ties finally landed him prison under life sentence, 
but was pardoned the newly-elected Pope Pius IX. 


1848 was year liberal revolt throughout Europe. 
Orsini participated action against the Austrian occu- 
pants Northern Italy. But dissension among the 
Italians made them easy prey for the Austrian com- 
mander, Radetzky, who defeated the Italian factions 
one one. 


Packe Haskell Downey 


Later that year Orsini shared the liberal victory 
the Papal States. Rome became the capital the 
Italian Republic. Pius fled the city, Orsini en. 
tered republican deputy. The head the 
ernment, Mazzini, dispatched Orsini temper the 
extravagant violence the revolutionary, Zambianchi, 
who was terrorizing and murdering with impunity, 
Later Orsini returned Rome defend against 
armies the Catholic nations who would restore 
the pope. When Mazzini resigned and Garibaldi 
serted the city, Orsini fled with his family Nice. 
conducted hemp business front for his 
tionary activities. 


Another abortive uprising sent him into exile Eng 
land. Returning from exile, Orsini imprisoned 
Castle San Giorgio Mantua. became the 
person escape from this prison. The story 
nating and the author does justice. 


Eluding his pursuers hiding for days swamp, 
Orsini fled back England. Here concoted wild 
scheme. Blaming Napoleon III for the failure Italian 
unification efforts, plotted assassinate the French 
Emperor. Orsini was unsuccessful and forefeited his 
life the guillotine 1858. 


Orsini’s reckless scheme jarred the emperor into back 
ing Cavour, foreign minister Piedmont, new 
attempt unite Italy. the risk offending Pop: 
Pius and the French Catholics, Napoleon III 
200,000 men aid Cavour. For this was dubbed 
“the modern Judas Iscariot.” was the beginning 
his downfall and the beginning Italy’s rise 


fault can found with Packe’s storytelling which 
clever and absorbing. However, the author 
obviously not sympathetic toward the Church and 
accents the faults the Papal not 
historian and has either proceeded 
ceived notions about Papal temporal rule been recep 
sources. result some his conclusions are 
lous. His bias, not ignored, must taken with 


liberal amount salt. 
Dean Corcoran, O.F.M. Cap. 


Haskell, Frank Arthur The Battle 
Houghton, Mifflin. Apr. 10,1958. 169p. $3.50. (I) 
Downey, Fairfax The Guns 
McKay. Apr. 28, 1958. 290p. $5.00. 

Frank Haskell was born Vermont 1828, graduated 
from Dartmouth College 1854 and, when the guns 
boomed Sumter, was practicing law Madison, 
Wisconsin, where was commissioned 
Co. the 6th Wisconsin Infantry. This unit, along 
with other regiments, was combined into what became 
the “Iron Brigade.” Appointed staff officer 
Gibbon, Haskell saw action the second Battle Bul 
Run, Antietam, Chancellorsville, 
Gettysburg and gave “his last full measure 
the Union cause when Lee slaughtered 
frontal attack Cold Harbor June 1864. When 
Gibbon was informed his death, paid this 
Army the Potomac has fallen.” 


May 15, 


Haskell’s 
tion. 

his cla 
appeared 

Wisconsin 
ly, 
the 
Because 

Brigade 
ander Wel 
eng 
surviving 
contempt 
for what 
Haskell, 
the guns 
town, had 
row-center 
nuances—t 
stench tha 
beginning 
end the 
our life 


Mr. Downe 
keeps his 
the Batt 
question 
the invinci 
master-strat 
not merely 
but its very 
many 
torical batt 
marched 
and Washi 
Downey’s 
tion 
handled 
pendix lists 
diagrams, 
able referen 
Battles”; 
King. 


Graham, 
Day. May 
you are 
urger with 
games, Eve 
with 
for its baseb: 
Succeeds 
despite its 


ELLERS 


e new 
ni en- 
gov. 
the 
anchi, 
the 


Eng. 
first 


vamp, 
wild 


new 
Pope 
sent 
ubbed 
ing 


which 

quite 
and 
not 
talian 
vith 


May 15, 1958 


Haskell’s manuscript never got widespread public atten- 
tion. 1898 was reprinted part the history 
his class Dartmouth. edited-down version 
appeared 1908. full edition was issued the 
Wisconsin History Commission shortly after and, final- 
included the Harvard Classics, (volume 
the 1910 edition). 


Because Haskell his fiery account the third day’s 
battle the Angle, High Water Mark Gettysburg 
criticized the behavior Philadelphia 
Brigade the Union Corps under General Alex- 
ander Webb, controversy burst forth, colored bit- 
engendered both the faulty memories the 
surviving members the brigade, greatly aided the 
contempt that the infantry fighting man sometimes has 
for what considers the “soft-job” boys the staff. 
Haskell, when wrote this gem, few months after 
the guns were silent the sleepy little Pennsylvania 
town, had anticipated the furor. you want front- 
seat and are really eager catch the 
nuances—the courage, the heroism, the cowardice, the 
sench that makes this event our history both the 
beginning the end the rebellion and marks the 
end the story-book wars well the beginning 
our life nation—read this and read well. 


Mr. Downey, prolific writer and superior craftsman, 
keeps his attention centered the role the artillery 
the Battle Gettysburg and provides answer the 
question many reader has puzzled over, that how 
the invincible army Northern Virginia under the 
master-strategist Lee failed what could have been 
not merely the highwater mark the Confederacy, 
but its very hour triumph. Ifs are difficult riddle 
many facets man’s daily life; but the “ifs” his- 
torical battles are unanswerable. Lee had cracked 
through the Union center when Pickett’s Virginians 
reached the stone wall and the clump trees the 
the Union line, could this army have 
marched glory and independence through Baltimore 
and Washington? will never know. But Mr. 
Downey’s volume large answer why that ques- 
tion and not fact. The artillery, brilliantly 
handled Henry Jackson Hunt for the Union and 
William Pendleton for the Confederacy. ap- 
pendix lists all the units engaged, together with the 
oficial reports both Hunt and Pendleton; sketches, 
diagrams, maps, and bibliography make this valu- 
able reference book. The Infantry may still “Queen 
Battles”; but since Gettysburg, the Artillery rules 


King. 
Kines, 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Graham, Frank, Jr. Casey Stengel 


Day. May 192p. $3.50. 


you are already Yankee fan, this will ham- 
urger with mustard help you enjoy this season’s 
games. Even you are not love with the Yankees 
with their manager particular, you will find this 
biography warm, human, often humorous, interesting 
for its baseball background and anecdotes. Mr. Graham 
succeeds proving that the dialect pure Stengelese, 
despite its eternal rambling, contains much thought and 


Graham Pfau Burke 


common sense; and has aptly caught the spirit 
this serious clown who has firm belief that there are 
such things good losers but just firmly wants 
part them. 


Graham, Frank, Jr. The New York Yankees 
Putnam. Apr. 10, 1958. 352p. $3.95. 


For Yankee fans who have not copy the previous 
editions this history the American League colossus, 
this edition, the fifth since 1943, has been brought 
date January, 1958. The last (fourth) edition 
was valid 1951 only. 


Pfau, Father Ralph and Hirschberg 
Prodigal Shepherd 
Lippincott. Apr. 16,1958. 250p. $3.95. (Ila) 


The story alcoholic priest may come shock 
many people. these pages meet priest who was 
not only able something about the problems 
alcoholism his own life, but also has been in- 
spiration helping others back sobriety. clear- 
cut honesty and deep humility, Father Pfau reveals 
the story his seminary days with his inner conflicts 
and scruples before ordination, and gives the de- 
tails his life parish priest and teacher. The 
beginning his social drinking, the development 
resentments, the increase his daily intake alcohol, 
the visits sanatoria, and the final change life 
sobriety are told language that can appreciated 
any member Alcoholics Anonymous one who 
acquainted with the problems alcoholism. 


Father Pfau has, during the past ten years, traveled 
nearly 750,000 miles his work conducting retreats 
and giving lectures. has spoken before nearly 
200,000 members retreats, meetings and con- 
ventions. takes real courage and real humility 
relate the story one’s own degradation order 
able help others the road rehabilitation. 


Another volume could and, seems me, should 
written give more details the work that Father 
Pfau has been doing for alcoholics since 1945. 
would like hear more about the National Clergy 
Conference Alcoholism, (founded Father Pfau). 
Among the objectives this organization the recom- 
mendation courses “Problems Alcoholism” 
given seminarians training for priesthood and 
ministry. These courses are intended provide in- 
formation that will help the young seminarian develop 
the right attitudes toward alcohol and will, also, pre- 
pare him for pastoral counseling those confronted 
with the problems alcoholism. Such second vol- 
ume would emphasize the work the Shepherd and 
would natural sequel the present volume which 
introduces one who humble enough call him- 


self Prodigal. 
James Harley, 
University Scranton 


Burke, Louis With This Ring 
McGraw-Hill. Apr. 14,1958. 280p. $4.50. 


December, 1953, Judge Louis Burke volunteered for 
and was appointed vacancy the Conciliation 
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Oraison Ross 


Court Los Angeles. This book, written with the 
collaboration the Gordons and Dr. Shostrom, 
psychologist and founder the Institute Juridical 
Psychotherapy, the story Judge Burke’s experience 
the Conciliation Court. The major portion the 
book deals with couples whose marriages are threatened 
one more the common problems which can 
disrupt marital happiness. The cases are not treated 
impersonally; rather one feels sitting with the 
Judge his chambers interviews the troubled 
couple, accompanies the Judge his home where 
reflects happily over reconciliation saddened 
failure, worried about future course action. 
searching for solutions, positive principles and values 
are brought forth and the Judge includes section 
what calls his “sailing directions” for successful 
marriage. 

Judge Burke was not content merely act competently 
when sat the bench representative the law 
California. was deeply concerned about the 
welfare the children broken homes and about the 
happiness the disturbed husbands and wives who 
appeared before him. constantly pondered the 
problem how make his Court more effective. The 
result deep thought guided Christian principles, 
was the so-called Reconciliation Agreement, sample 
written document, freely signed both husband and 
wife, which both parties promise fulfill certain 
obligations under penalty fine jail sentence. 
still too early say just what percentage cases 
this agreement successful. the first two years 
percent the couples were reconciled and percent 
the reconciled couples were still together after 
year. Estimates indicate reasonable assurance that 
over longer period, success will percent. 

interesting book for those concerned with the socio- 
logical problem divorce and its attendant conse- 


quences. 
Trundle, S.J. 


Oraison, Marc Union Marital Love 
Macmillan. Mar. 18,1958. 129p. $3.00. 


The faithful, Father Oraison remarks, know full well 
the precepts the Church pertaining married life. 
They are, however, says this holder Doctorates 
both Theology and Medicine, woefully ignorant the 
foundations, biological, psychological 
which underlie these precepts; “nor they realize how 
the precepts constitute varied and cohesive whole 
which might called the vital rhythm man his 
way toward his destiny.” author’s purpose there- 
fore, assist the married toward better under- 
standing the Church’s doctrine relating marriage. 


Beginning with clear statement the nature the 
sexual instinct general biology, Fr. Oraison passes 
human sexuality stressing the need rational love. 
From these premises the purposes marriage are logi- 
cally educed. The marital union considered both 
ideal and the concrete. Further chapters deal 
with the importance proper orientation the 
adolescent sex, marriage educative process for 
husband and wife, and outline positive morality 
marriage. 


Because there much the philosophical and 
the practical, the book will appeal chiefly the 
educated Catholic couple, the marriage 
teacher, who will find here clear and convincing 
exposition some the foundations Christian mar. 
riage. The book has been translated from the French 
Andre Humbert. 
Trundle, 


University Scranton 


Ross, Ishbel First Lady the South 
Harper. Apr. 16,1958. 475p. $5.95. 

The woman who married Jefferson Davis when was 
his mid-thirties and she was only nineteen had some 
firm ideas about great many things. this day when 
are keenly aware the problems integration, 
interesting read one her solutions the slavery 
issue: that was send the boys and girls the 
North schools the South, and send our boys and 
girls the North. The people the two sections are 
not the same people, but are the complement each 
other, and their extreme opinions would have thus been 
modified the education each the other’s sphere.” 


Firmest all were her ideas about her husband: 
could wrong. She supported him everything 
said and did, was fierce lioness protecting her cub 
times, particularly during one his frequent bouts 
illness when she ruled his schedule with will 
iron. During the brief period when the Confederacy 
flourished, Varina Howell Davis established something 
like royal court and was its queen. She was liberally 
disliked, though she had few close and devoted 
friends whose admiration her appears have been 
unbounded. 


She created all this the midst situation which 
was strangely incongruous. elaborate receptions, 
(continuing through much the Civil War, when the 
citizens Richmond would seem have been justified 
resenting Varina’s lavishness dispensing such 
uries champagne which was not only rare but 
fully expensive, time when many people could 
barely find enough food sustain themselves), 
trast ludicrously with her husband’s office identified 
plain sheet paper the door marked “The Presi- 
This was woman immense dignity, 
tense pride, strong convictions, and great love for her 
husband. That she was not necessarily likable 
woman made clear Miss Ross’s biography, which 
has made very fair attempt balance all the 
flicting forceful personality. That Varina 
Davis had courage undeniable; was courage 
almost fanatical love for her husband, and 
enabled her endure not only her personal sorrows, 
(the loss children, and especially her five-year-old 
son who was killed fall while playing), but 
ing privations the years following the collapse 
the Confederacy. 


Miss Ross has suggested the many parallels between the 
two first ladies the time; both Varina Davis and 
Mary Lincoln were roundly hated both 
fered many personal setbacks well public 
Miss Ross suggests, Varina probably came off better 
the long run for, whatever miseries she had 
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dure, she retained the love her husband through 
and retained her husband himself for nearly 


quarter-century after Mary Todd Lincoln was widowed. 
the reader fairly familiar with the first lady the 
North, especially interesting become acquainted 
with her counterpart the South, many ways 
remarkably similar. 


This biography well documented with letters and 
Varina Davis herself and her contem- 
There are some marvelously life-like portraits 
Lydia Johnston, for example, the friend-turned-foe 
Varina and wife General Joseph Johnston; the 
dashing Jeb Stuart; the wily intellectual Judah Ben- 
Dozens the great and near-great this time 
come alive the pages Miss Ross’s book, and most 
all Varina herself lives and breathes. totally 
absorbing picture strong woman, and, incidentally, 
detailed picture crucial time our history 
not overly familiar point view. 


Anita Monsees, 


Ithaca, New York 


Priestley, Thoughts the Wilderness 
Harper. Apr. 2,1958. 242p. $4.00. 


Priestley writes easy, graceful fashion that 
makes for effortless reading. writes clearly, too, 
and, general, the essays gathered here from the New 
Statesman and Nation represent high level jour- 
doubtful, however, that gathering these 
pieces into one volume was wise move. When they 
are read series they reveal that Mr. Priestley has 


merely been making print the same laments that 


others have made over and over again conversation 
or, best all, the quiet their own minds. Mr. 
Priestley says this volume almost nothing that posi- 
aptly diagnoses several cultural ills but 
unable much way prescribing remedies. 
The final piece the book, lecture for 
though rather long and offers considerable scope, 
adds nothing that constructive; fact, not only 
much more the same sort thing already contained 
the earlier essays, more the very same thing, 
mournful analyses already voiced preced- 
ing pages. 

The result all this negative criticism impression 
superficiality; the same sort impression that 
which comes from reading some neo-classical verse— 
the thing well expressed, indeed, but certainly has 
been often thought. man going all the trouble 
breaking into print the subject seems unfair 
him not have either original more profound 
analysis else workable cure. Mr. Priestley offers 
none these—or, let say, offers but little any 
these categories. The essays the popular press 
and Shaw have real merit; but they are scarcely 
justify the production this volume. 


particular, superficiality the mark Mr. Priestley’s 
approach religion, least these essays. His polite 
deference toward God has certain smugness 
which, however erroneously his case, ordinarily 


indicative shallowness. 


William Hill, S.J. 


Priestley Burnham 


Burnham, Creighton Brown Born Innocent 
Prentice-Hall. May 2,1958. 293p. $3.95. (Ila) 


Mrs. Burnham’s account her experiences superin- 
tendent girls’ reformatory should great value 
anyone who wishes gain some insight into the 
operational problems and weaknesses our sadly in- 
adequate public institutions. The story, she tells it, 
much too personal and “pat.” Reading it, this 
viewer has formed the image aggressively active, 
sentimental, somewhat garrulous, (perhaps one might 
even suggest gossipy), woman charging into totally 
unfamiliar world sordid experience, beset all 
sides the vicious plottings perfidious underlings 
and the only slightly more sinister force the mystery 
iniquity itself. the end she emerges victorious 
over the trials with great flurry tongue-clucking 
over her newly found awareness the true depths 
evil that each passing day can bring. 

all this, two points emerge rather sharp clarity. 
Except for kindness heart and, (possibly less laud- 
able but more significant factor), her friendship for 
the state’s governor, Mrs. Burnham —like many 
was almost totally unqualified for her im- 
portant and highly responsible post. This unfair 
judgment; indeed, she herself glories admitting the 
fact and using source dramatic tension her 
narrative. One regrets that she avoids drawing cor- 
rective conclusions from this fact, though she does 
make appeals that the system changed that lesser 
staff personnel may freed from the occupational in- 
security fostered the political-patronage basis ap- 
pointment and that substitute system merit-appoint- 
ment and tenure rights instituted. quite clear, 
however, that Mrs. Burnham takes great pride her 
accomplishments and sees valid grounds for serious 
complaint arising from the fact her appointment 
its basis. 

Taking the patronage system given fact, one must 
admit, least the basis her account, that the in- 
stitution derived definite benefit from Mrs. Burnham’s 
reign. The “kindness heart” mentioned earlier was 
the saving factor here. The changes she made the 
institutional life patterns, (for example, replacing the 
drab uniformity the clothing with variety pastel 
dresses fitted the individual; introducing beauti- 
cian’s training course furnish new occupational op- 
portunities—and, incidentally, encourage the girls 
higher standards personal cleanliness and general 
appearance, etc.), must commended valid accom- 
plishments, however fortuitous they may have been. 
Showing interest the girls and their problems led 
similarly other accidental but unquestionably thera- 
peutic gains, though one finds hard believe that 
Mrs. Burnham was successful avoiding “favor- 
itism” she claims. Matched with this kindness 
heart capacity for naive over-simplification that 
times amusing, times frightening. She does well 
stress her principle that the girls were “born inno- 
cent”; but she gives little thought the fact that the 
wayward parents she frequently belabors may also 
have been molded into the failures they were social 
forces largely beyond their control even their power 
resist. 

summary: this book serves awaken some degree 
public concern over the shortcomings our institu- 
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tional set-up and the quality appointments re- 
sponsible positions, whether matter direct 
work with the unfortunate inmates matter top 
administrative authority, will have accomplished 


tremendous good. 
Gordon Zahn, Ph.D., 
Department Sociology, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Meyer, Hazel The Gold Tin Pan Alley 
Lippincott. May 258p. $3.95. 


This not only competent factual account the 
growth and ramifications the popular music industry 
the S.—a growth that suspect malignancy— 
but also needed warning amateur song-writers 
ignorantly blissful their dreams “breaking into the 
business” for share the fast bucks reputedly avail- 
able. all adds searing confirmation Steve 
Allen’s advice (p. 187), “There’s nothing stop you 
(from crashing Tin Pan Alley). But why don’t you 
decide President the United States instead— 
out your back yard with two-dollar uranium 
detector and become millionaire. It’s easier.” 
also more honest and dignified. Mrs. Meyer knows 
what she writing about and she writes about inter- 
estingly, even devastatingly. 


Peck, Joseph H., M.D. All About Men 
Prentice-Hall. May 12,1958. 260p. $3.50. (IIb) 

Dr. Peck retired age sixty after decades service 
settlers pioneer Utah, including tribe Gosiute 
Indians. His experience treating cowhands, rail- 
roaders, their wives and children, their doxies and the 
usual all-sorts human being general practitioner 
serves, has given him salty style saying some good 
sound common sense. Anyone thinking the title means 
this bargain basement supplement Kinsey re- 
port going frustrated and feel cheated. Parents, 
and particularly Papas, should find this full good 


advice. 


Smith, Robert Paul 
How Nothing With Nobody 


All Alone Yourself 
Norton. May 13,1958. 125p. $2.95. 
After lamenting that kids nowadays don’t know how 
have fun they used way back thirty-forty years 
ago the amazingly popular Where Did You Go? Out. 
What Did You Do? Nothing, (first the marathon 
titles: ten words), Mr. Smith sets out tell kids how 
have fun with little but pen knife and scrap ma- 
terials handy anyone except those kids who live 
the concrete and macadam deserts that grow horse- 
chestnuts, have soft dirt for mumbly-peg, clam- 
shells, thistle-burrs. But there always room for 
paper-sailplanes, materials for boomerang paddle- 
boat (for puddles). The directions for slingshots and 
dart throwers may cause some excitable oldsters 
worry. But Smith careful counsel caution and 
care. Our guess that the same nostalgic adult readers 
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Best 


who made long run for Where Did You Go, etc, 
will back for this sequel. 


Krueger, Karl The Way the 
Scribner’s. May 13,1958. 250p. $3.95. (1) 

Valuable for the music shelves, this clear 
the origins the conductor, his function with the 
orchestra, his methods and techniques. Besides 
nating the work the conductor for the music 
will add the listener’s appreciation, too. 
tions, particularly various pages orchestral Scoring 
are help the knowledgeable layman. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Associate Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
hook Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 
Daisy Father Cyclon 
Messner. May 18, 1958. 253p. $3.95. 
journalistic and warmly enthusiastic account 
South Pacific service Father Lawrence Lynch, C.SSR, 
during World War II. dynamo activity, 
ventional and friendly men all faiths and type, 
who held himself responsible for Jews and Protestants 
the group fully for Catholics, was nicknamed 
“Rabbi Lynch” his Jewish commanding officer, and 
for time heartily resented for his lack stuffiness 
his Catholic assistant, one Glenn Kittler. Though 
there was Army regulation against 
with the non-Catholic lepers Ducos, went them 
three times weekly, taking them friendship, 
movies and percentage every poker game 
The narrative his intervention the court 
Negro for murder, his Christmas Mass, his 
successful mission for the whole division makes exciting 
reading. Impressive, too, the interweaving into the 
story his devotion Our Lady Perpetual 
was killed Okinawa while giving Communion 
dying G.I. the man rather than the writing 
which makes the book compelling. Though not 
dressed youth primarily, boys will like 
deal. (Librarians who have had trouble about profanity 
books will wish see before buying.) The author 
newspaper and magazine writer, and more recently 
staff writer for the Ave Maria radio hour. 


Carson, John The 23rd Street Crusade 
Farrar. Feb. 183p. $3.00. (Ariel Books) 

They were named “The the ladies the 
23rd Street Church, who also made their basketball 
suits. But before that the judge had called them “De 
linquents” when put them parole for beating 
elderly shopkeeper. And they had named 
“The Pirates” after mild, dumpy, middle-aged man, 
watching them play aimlessly the park with 
tered ball, offered coach them, and actually 
suaded the minister the church let them use 
gymnasium. How the coach beat down the 
their smarty leader, taught them plays, teamwork 
beat the high school team from which they had 
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and responsibility for their junior admirers, 
well solving his own problem, makes 
slotted story. (This reader never found out what the 
with local politics was, however.) Characters 
varied and nicely contrasted. The tone whole- 
author Floorburns, the basketball background 
and smartly paced. 


Crounse, Helen Louise 
Joyce Jackson’s Guide Winning Friends 
and Popularity 
Prentice. Mar. 173p. $3.95. 
Writing help teenagers overcome personality prob- 
the author explains how problems result from 
conflicts, what these are, how they come 
shout and how they can controlled through mental 
and concentration. She cites conflicts various 
and offers solutions which, (the book 
says), are based advice gathered from seem- 
ingly well-adjusted, self-confident older people and 
those familiar with psychology. poised, self- 


the individuals with charming personalities, she 
points out, face their problems with reality, intelligence 
incon consistency, strive for the middle the road rather 


extremes, and follow the generally accepted be- 


havior practices society. Older girls may like the 
though lacks positive approach and deals 
and with many near-adult problems. Not important 


ess opinion, opinion not influenced the author’s 
identifying herself teenager, fact which her birth 
cating date (1915) belies. 

them Frances Dowling, 

Dunmore High School, 
Dunmore, Pennsylvania 

Mary Ford, and Detjen, Ervin Winfred 
Help. Charles Geer. McGraw. Apr. 14, 1958. 


$2.75. (Whittlesey House book) 


uncompromisingly treated this revision the hus- 
great band-and-wife authors Your High School Days, 1947. 
was not possible determine how extensive the 


changes may the new version. covers most 
the questions about which adolescents should in- 
formed: the kinds courses offered many schools, 
college preparatory, trade, business, with basic re- 
quirements and electives; relations with classmates and 
teachers; activities and leadership, including how 
conduct meeting and plan program; manners 


school and out, and home; how study, take notes 
prepare for examinations, very good chapter); 
the far reaching importance the pupil’s high school 


addition, the advantages and disadvantages 
the part-time job are explored. Finally, the young 
person’s relations with his family, and the possible mis- 
understandings and immature reactions involved, are 
and constructively discussed. Throughout, the 
builds show that: high school success 
the individual’s advantage; what gets out 
depends himself; where goes thereafter 
depends largely what did there; and the time 


Crounse Detjen Edelman Eifert Freuchen 


planning, and making good record—is 
early. Readable and sound, with index and good bibli- 
ography tenage books personality development, 
career and college choices, scholarships, and manners. 


Edelman, Lily Israel: New People Old Land 
Nelson. Mar. 208p. photogs. $2.95. 


sympathetic overview the ten-year-old nation re- 


established its ancient Biblical homeland, which 
the present racial and national stocks are identified, 
internal difficulties and external dangers vividly de- 
scribed, the economy, educational means 
livelihood, recreation, and history succinctly covered. 
Internal dissensions are not hidden, and the desperate 
hope peace with the Arabs heavily underscored. 
Perhaps the plight the dispossessed Arabs would 
have been more heatedly presented Arab, but the 
problem aired here fairly. reading list and glos- 
sary are appended. Easy read, illustrated with in- 
teresting photographs, and decidedly informative about 
trouble-spot the world’s body politic about which 
adolescents should know more. 


Eifert, Virginia Snider With Task Before 
Dodd. Apr. 217p. $3.00. 

Sequel the well received The Buffalo Trace and Out 
the Wilderness, this fourth book the series bio- 
graphical fiction about Abraham Lincoln starts with the 
23-year-old Captain Lincoln leading his weary, dis- 
illusioned troop Illinois farmers search Black 
Hawk; and ends with the 52-year-old President-elect 
entraining for Washington. Progressively, see the 
awkward young storekeeper, then insolvent storeowner, 
surveyor debt for his instruments, fledgling politician, 
and self-taught lawyer. His love affair with Mary 
Owen satisfyingly handled; that with Mary Todd 
little less and greater length; and the legendary 
affair with Ann Rutledge safely by-passed. Pictures 
village life New Salem are nicely detailed and 
colorful; legislative life Vandalia, the old capitol 
city, and the hoss-trading shenanigans among legislators 
which took the capitol Springfield are shrewdly and 
amusingly sketched. Famous men the period and 
region walk through the pages. And Lincoln’s person- 
ality emerges successfully. Perhaps little less unique 
than the foregoing titles the series, this still out- 
standing introduction factual biography the Great 
Emancipator. 


Freuchen, Peter Whaling Boy 
Illustrated Leonard Everett Fisher. Putnam. Mar. 28, 
1958. 127p. $2.75. 

Despite the fact that Per List’s father lost his life while 
out whale hunt, Per could scarcely wait get 
whaling himself. After all, whaling was the principal 
occupation the men Roemoe Island the North 
Sea close Danish Jutland, and the only means 
livelihood for Per’s widowed mother, his brothers, sisters 
and himself. But Per was only eight years old. Just 
two years later, however, Per succeeded persuading 
Captain Englebrakt, the island’s best whaling captain, 
take him mess boy. Then soon learned 
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that hunting whales was not all thrills and adventure: 
was man’s job best. Nevertheless, Per proved 
could take it, and made discovery that was the 
envy veteran whalers. Patterned his own boy- 
hood, this last contribution Peter Freuchen au- 
thentic, flavorful and fascinating, and should appeal 
strongly the boy whom ship smells best all.” 
Leonard Everett Fisher’s black-and-white illustrations 
depict admirably the scenes and action whale hunt- 
ing. For junior high. 

Sister Emma, SS.C.M., 

Saint Joseph Memorial Junior High, 

Hazleton, Pennsylvania 


Hughes, Langston 

Famous Nego Heroes America 
Illustrated Gerald McCann. Dodd. Apr. 28, 1958. 
202p. $3.00. 
Sixteen. Negroes whose paths took them into adventure 
and danger, (two them women), are admiringly de- 
scribed and their achievements listed. These begin 
with the scout, Esteban, whom many historians credit 
with misleading Fray Marcos the search for the 
Seven Cities Cibola but whom Hughes considers the 
“intrepid,” explorer who opened the way 
into the Arizona copper and gold country. Crispus At- 
tucks, Jean Pointe Sable; Frederick Douglas, Harriet 
Tubman and Robert Smalls are among the better known 
figures. Less well known but less deserving are 
Charles Young who tried rally Negroes into setting 
the African colony now called the Republic 
Liberia; Gabriel Prosser who planned the abortive up- 
rising Richmond 1800; James Beckwourth early 
trapper and guide; Charles Young, the first Negro 
stick out West Point until graduation and appoint- 
ment; Matthew Henson who planted the flag the 
Norh Pole the 1909 Peary Expedition; Ida Wells, 
newspaper owner and crusading editor against lynch- 
ing; Hugh Mulzac, first colored captain merchant 
steamer; Henry Johnson, hero World War Dorie 
Miller, hero Pearl Harbor; and General Benjamin 
Davis, Jr., high ranking officer the Air Force and 
winner many flying medals. Factually presented, 
the book reads easily and well, and the accounts 
slavery even poignantly places. The book deserves 
representation school library shelves partial de- 
piction the contribution made American history 
leaders still struggling minority group. 


*Mallan, Lloyd 
Day the Life Supersonic 
Project Officer 
Photographs the author. McKay. Apr. 18, 1958. 
178p. $3.95. 
Over 4500 photographic exposures were necessary 
produce the stunning pictures this book. They illus- 
trate four testing missions performed Major 
Thomas Goetz, former Notre Dame student for the 
priesthood and present Project Officer the F-102A 
Delta Dagger operations, the first supersonic interceptor 
tests. The first mission consisted the destruction 
drone plane means Falcon missile, with all the 
protection civilians that were involved, through 


Hughes Mallan Morse Newell 


Best 


crashboats, shot-gun planes and field controls. 
second mission demonstrated the squadron capabilities 
the “Iron Dart,” the plane known its 
Only photographic shots were used intercepting 
radar-controlled tiny Q2a Firebee, the third 
moonlight mission high altitude proved the eff. 
ciency the F-102A locating unrecognized 
vader coming from unknown direction. 
panying text describes dramatically the long day which 
started 4:00 A.M. and ended 10:45 togethe 
with the infinitude preparatory details that had 
checked before lives could entrusted the new 
machines. (The missile and guidance system alone 
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7,000 parts.) But the photographs taken thousand 


feet air which are the most extraordinary feature 
the book: condensation trails, chase craft and mis 


siles converging target, supersonic shock waves 


the Iron Dart making them. glossary “jet 


jargon” helps clarify some the text; publisher’ 


note comments some the conditions under which 
the photographs were made; author’s note bring 
Delta Dagger information the date printing 
and comments regretfully the recent death one 
the men taking part the day’s activities. rate 
fare for boys. 


Morse, Carol (pseud.) The Glass House 
Washburn. Apr. 22,1958. 182p. $2.75. 


The two chief characters, college co-eds, are hard 
take times: Belinda Reynard, beautiful, talented, 
wealthy, but apparently indifferent her assets; Laura, 
daughter Mrs. Reynard’s housekeeper, living only 
for Belinda and obsessed with the idea her 
bility for the latter. Brought together what 
symbolically calls the “glass house,” they are mos 
unlike temperament and outlook, evidenced 
their attitude toward the house. 
Laura loves fanatically. college the social 
side campus life that predominates. Belinda’s 
sought popularity creates loneliness Laura’s life; and 
the latter’s well-intentioned interference the 
affairs often creates gulf between them. When, after 
her mother’s death and toward the end their sopho 
more year, Belinda elopes with the only male who 
figured prominently Laura’s life, the latter forlom 
and hurt. Back home again, though, and forced 
evaluate her devious thinking and misguided planning 
for another’s life, she frees herself from her fixations 
establishes more wholesome relationship with Belinda, 
and emerges much more real person. this 
reader, willing-to-sacrifice-everything solicitude 
Laura for Belinda and her obsession with the glas 
house are exaggerted and tiresome, but the final chap 


redeems some the earlier tediousness. For older 
girls. 
Sister Agnese, 
St. Ann’s Academy, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 
Newell, Hope Mary Ellis, Student 
Harper. Mar. 19,1958. 196p. $2.75. 


The young colored probationer Cap for May 
Ellis faces new problems, (though more general 
she advances step upward her chosen 
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with her classmate for special praise man- 
wing floor alone, being dressed down her superior 
emergency yet being called down for being 


floor and visiting with the new colored intern. 


tone here one pleasant friendships and 
acceptance. High school girls will enjoy meeting 


Ellis and her friends again, sharing their fun and 


and learning something about the training and 
student nurses, this well written 


story. 
Frances Dowling 


Elizabeth Marie 
Illustrated Evaline Ness. 
$3.00. 

two time-levels, the 18th and the 20th cen- 
this the story Peggy Grahame, and newly 
who comes from Scotland Orange County, 
New York, where her great-uncle lives the old, 
haunted family house. Thither also comes Pat Thorne 
fom England, scholarship investigate the part 
his ancestor played Revolutionary guer- 
warfare the county. Great-uncle Enos 
has the desired information, not from him but from 
charming ghostly lovers who play out several epi- 
from their 18th-century romances, that the mys- 
solved. Lightly handled, smoothly integrated, 
humorous times, and entertainingly in- 
about one phase the American Revolu- 
tion, this excellent reading for girls. 


The Sherwood Ring 
Houghton. Mar. 22, 1958. 


Sargent, Shirley Hawly, Pre-School Teacher 
Dodd. Mar. 244p. $3.00. 


After two years art and nursery school training 
College, Pat Hawly’s ambitions are job, prefer- 
ably advertising, that will provide the means con- 
tinue college, and lien handsome, pleasure-loving 
pampered Tony Brant. Instead she joins forces with 
her temporarily widowed sister-in-law launching the 
Topsy Turvy Nursery School and finds herself reluct- 
intrigued the enigmatic, not particularly hand- 
sme and certainly not wealthy, Eric Blair. Pat’s and 
her sister-in-law’s total ignorance the necessity 
State licensing and the startling rapidity with which the 
physical equipment materializes seem bit incredible, 
the subsequent difficulties are realistic enough: 
State inspection, the neighborhood feud over zoning 
and all the behavior problems that pre-school 
youngsters can pose. Some these enrollees are “char- 
acters” and if, stated page 11, there are set 
educational requirements for pre-school teachers, be- 
comes very obvious that certain qualities and 
understanding children, infinite resourcefulness, 
Patience, and energy—are sin qua non. For 19- 
year-old, Eric amazingly efficient 
while Pat seems somewhat obtuse, least dilatory, 
for the school helps Pat mature, does the 


Pope Sargent Stolz Stuart 


hard necessity choice between sterling Eric and play- 
boy Tony. Compounded nicely romance, vocational 
interest, and suspense, this makes very satisfying story 


for high school girls. 
Sister Agnese, 


*Stolz, Mary 

Harper. Apr. 30,1958. 280p. $2.95. 
Another Mary Stolz’ fine, perceptive junior novels 
for older girls. Told the first person likable, 
well-adjusted high school girl whose perspective more 
adult than that many person twice her age, the 
rambling plot has with her family, girl friends, 
boy friends, (she loses TWO one year), devastating 
summer visitor, the books she has read, and occa- 
sional national condition such the Little Rock affair. 
Though Anne Rumson faces squarely the fact 
that the young medical student she loves was never 
hers lose, she also realizes that the hurt will stay with 
her long time though not forever. The book par- 
ticularly skillful seeming come very naturally from 
Anne herself, thanks the author’s device having 
her write book about her friends. Not every young 
reader will happy about its ending, but all could 
learn good deal about life and about reacting with 
dignity and self-discipline disappointment. They 
will learn, too, from another character, the girl who had 
get married before her school career was ended and 
whose unwilling young husband, after ugly bickering, 
ran out his wife and baby. Could be, also, they 
might pick from Anne’s example hint two about 
consideration for members their immediate families. 
The likelihood not remote that wouldn’t 
worth buying couple copies see. 


Stuart, Dorothy Margaret 

London Through the Ages 
Illustrated Sheila Maguire. Dutton. Apr. 20, 1958. 
230p. $3.50. 
“The story city and its citizens, B.C.-A.D. 1944” 
(subtitle) may bit special for small high school 
and may take too much for granted from young 
readers whose English history has been neglected, but 
its sweep firmly inclusive, its interpretations fair and 
impartial, its political and civic details interesting, and 
its occasional social information significant. Readers 
Caesar’s Gallic Wars will react knowingly the “small 
huddle turf and wicker huts” which was the Lon- 
dinium may have found, and its development the 
Romans into gracious town. They tempted 
into following its subsequent decay when Angles, Jutes 
and their ilk took over, its Christianizing under St. 
Augustine and Bishop Mellitus, its sufferings under the 
Northmen. Londoners claimed Thomas Becket 
their own, and was London that Prior Rahere built 
the great hospital for sick poor known “Bart’s” (St. 
Bartholomew’s). was London, too, that barons 
and bishops met St. Paul’s Cathedral find means 
curbing John Lackland’s greed, from which Magna 
Carta emerged. rebellions sprang up, well. 
The Reformation and the Stuart debacle are presented 
with surprising fairness, and the Titus Oates’ Plot 
shown have been the despicable thing was, but 
Catholics are still blamed for the Gunpowder Plot. 


Second Nature 
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Sutton-Vane Turngren Wilson 


Quotations from contemporary Londoners various 
periods are cunningly inserted, and the drawing 
Sheila Maguire are for the most part based upon origi- 
nal sources, though occasional one comes from 
Punch. Good readers will enjoy the book and learn 
good deal about the circumstances under which London 
has shaped history. 


Sutton-Vane, The Story Eyes 
Illustrated Anthony Ravielli. Viking. Mary 12, 1958. 
221p. $3.50. 

many respects this fascinating volume, tracing 
does the development sight organs from the ear- 
liest life forms with all-over light-sensitive surface, 
through the coming specialized eyes wherever placed, 
and improvements these the chordates and the 
vertebrates, the recognition color the teleosteans, 
the ocular adaptations necessary when amphibians 
turned the land, the triumph aimed vision attained 
the dinosaurs. There are interesting chapters 
avian vision; the mechanism the human eye dur- 
ing foetal growth and the first months after birth; 
the history eyeglasses; conditions which must 
conquered before man can travel space; and pos- 
sible changes the far distant future, such the fus- 
ing man’s two eyes into one. Leaning heavily the 
theory and possible steps human evolution, the 
book has completely materialistic approach. The 
author apparently not scientist, but acknowledges 
gratefully help obtained from various sources. Chap- 
ters the middle ages bear down heavily the ignor- 
ance, superstition, confusion and fear that period, 
and leave the impression that neither before nor since 
has little been known vision and its mechanical 
extenders, spite the important findings described 
for those centuries. The drawings Ravielli are, 
always, striking, highly interpretative and exact, with 
helpful accompanying legends. 


Shadows Into Mist 


*Turngren, Ellen 
Apr. 30, 1958. 


Decorations Vera Bock. Longmans. 
207p. $3.00. 

junior novel, romantic, simply plotted, colorful with 
local details, and basically sound theme. concerns 
19-year-old Lovisa Lund, fresh from Sweden, and dis- 
mayed the backwoods conditions she finds the 
Minnesota 1885, yet exultant that she has last 
arrived America where all are free and equal. She 
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quickly learns that money and land make for 
America, and that ambitious Nils Enberg, for whog 
cranky invalid mother she keeps house and whose 
she becomes, determined have both. 
clear-headed enough keep out the clutches 
Barnes, the moneylender and real power the neigh. 
borhood, Nils’ eagerness have everything better 
anyone else induces him borrow money from 
with which buy team unmanageable horses, 
pride hurt when fails win election for 
clerk; his leg broken when the horses run away with 
him; and his plans are set back severely when the 
stock which has unwisely invested community 
funds are killed, along with his own 
his aid the neighbors come, but Lovisa’s, 
who has retained the best Sweden’s traditions 
accommodation the new land and who wants 
helpful rather than dominating. The feeling for plac: 
and period capably developed, and the picture 
Barnes’ slatternly, waspish, unwed daughter 
Lovisa befriends when the former’s fatherless baby 
born delicately but convincingly handled. pleasant 
story which never probes deeply but which reads easily 
and well. 


Wilson, Hazel Tall Ships 
Illustrated John O’Hara Cosgrave Little. Feb. 27, 
1958. 234p. $3.00. 
Jefferson’s Embargo Act, intended punish England 
and France and almost successful ruining the young 
United States, the spring-board for this story 
young Portland boy who left home for Washington 
1808 ask the President lift the embargo that 
strangling his town’s business. never reached 
ington, but instead found himself impressed 
British ship. Three years service taught young 
Wingate seamanship, which was what wanted mos 
anyway, since his father was sea captain. But 
involved him personal danger, jealousies and resent 
ments which were unrelieved until Stephen 
United States defeated the British Macedonian 
Good action, good feeling for the period, good depiction 
life board fighting ship the turn the cen 
tury, plus striking illustrations, make this especially 
teresting for junior high readers. 

Nicholas McNeil, 

Cheverus High School, 

Portland, Maine 
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